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CRAFT REVIVAL 

Behind the craft 
Naomi Jones discovers what lies behind Sandy Brown's 
extraordinary robust, yet playful sculpture and ceramics 

Your work is unique - how did you come to make 
such unusual objects? 
I lived in Japan for three years and worked in a traditional 
country pottery where I learned how everyday items are 
regarded as works of art. Each item is treated individually 
just as artists do. The locals let me'osowaru'which means 
soaking up knowledge. I found out about important daily 
rituals to do with eating and drinking, and about making 
special objects for traditional ceremonies. 
How has your work developed? 
I suppose I push the boundaries of what we regard as functional. A 
plate doesn't just have to be a plate: it can also be a vehicle for 
creativity. It can be sensual or fun as well as robust; and decorated 
with designs which mirror traditional Japanese brushwork. By 
exploring abstract design I've begun to express myself on large 
canvasses and in sculptural forms with lots of colour and life. 
What inspired your signature style? 
My style comes from my unconscious, through doodling and 
being open and playful. 
What were you doing before creating these pieces? 
Drifting: lost and looking for'something'. 
Who do you most admire in the arts and crafts world? 
Those who create beautiful and useful pieces: Simon Moore's 
practical, yet sensual, soft glass; wonderful sculptural furniture 
by Guy Martin and earthy oak thrones by Paul Anderson. 
What's the atmosphere like in your workshop? 
Relaxed, allowing a state of heightened awareness. 
Which creation are you most proud of? 
I like being stretched and doing new things. For my current 
touring show, Ritual: The Still Point and The Dance, I've made 
a tea ceremony room, with furniture and utensils, and perform 
the ritual in the gallery. The large-scale sculptures for the 
exhibition were a real challenge, but I'm especially pleased 
with them, and I've had a very good response from visitors. 
You were obviously destined to be a creative person. What 
advice would you give those who'd like to explore the arts? 
One: be ruthless in protecting your time. And, two: play. 

Through play you can be artistic without really trying. 
You'll see that being creative is as natural as breathing, as long 
as you don't stifle it, which we often do. 
So it's not all about work then? 
Oh, no. My work is fun, but I also like to get away from it. I live 
on an estuary and enjoy pilot gig rowing.There are six rowers 
plus a cox, and the gig is an all-weather seagoing wooden boat. 
We race most weekends in the summer and I'm in training for 
the world championships in Scilly. e—> 
Sandy is exhibiting at Cheltenham Art Gallery & Museum, 
Cheltenham, 19Aprilto31 May (01242 237431; Cheltenham 
museum.org.uk); Crafts Study Centre and James Hockey Gallery, 
University of Surrey, Farnham, 1 July to 16 August (01252 891450; 
csc.ucreative.ac.uk). Her ceramics are available to buy at 
Contemporary Ceramics, London (020 7437 7605; cpaceramics. 
com). Visitors are welcome to visit Sandy's workshop in Bideford, 
Devon, but booking is essential 

PROFILE 
Name: Sandy Brown 
Age: 61 
Profession: Potter, 
painter and sculptor 
Website: 
sandybrownarts.com 
Telephone: 
01237 478219 
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TOP This cake stand 

shows that functional 

homewares can be 

striking as well as useful 

ABOVE Sandy's playfulness 

can be seen in all her work. 

Her pieces cost from £95 

FAR LEFT Large-scale 

sculptures have proved to 

be a challenge that Sandy 

has relished 

LEFT Every piece in your 

home can be a work of art, 

like this platter 
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